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THESE days, things are never so bad for Germany’s Free Democrats that they 
cannot get worse. After a dismal election year in which the party barely scraped back 
into the federal parliament, the Free Democrats (liberals) face a revolt on their right-
wing which could lead to a split. This could--conceivably--bring about a change in the 
governing coalition of which they are the junior partner, forcing Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl into a grand coalition with the opposition Social Democrats. 

 
The split begins with a growing feeling among a group of activists gathered around 

Alexander von Stahl, a former federal attorney-general, that the free democrats have no 
future on the centre-left. That could well be true. The German left has become so 
packed with parties--Social Democrats, Greens and (mainly in the east) ex-communists-
-that the liberals may well find no room there. 

 
But if the Free Democrats no longer fit in on the left, where do they fit? The answer 

proffered by the Stahl group lies in returning to “conservative values”--meaning tougher 
policies on law and order, more rules discouraging foreigners from settling in Germany, 
and rejection of a Maastricht-style European Union. 

 
Not much liberal about that, one might think. But German liberalism has 

traditionally had an ultra-conservative, nationalist wing. This all but vanished after the 
Free Democrats went into coalition with the Social Democrats in 1969. Now the right is 
staging a comeback, encouraged by the success next door in Austria of Jörg Haider, a 
populist who panders to xenophobia, and his formerly liberal Freedom Party. 

 
Still, Germany is not Austria and Mr von Stahl is an elderly bureaucrat lacking the 

youthful appeal of the bronzed, eloquent Mr Haider. Yet even if Mr von Stahl and his 
friends had more appeal, they would probably find it hard to discover a conservative 
niche for their party alongside the Christian Democrats under the canny Mr Kohl. A 
recent poll indicated that less than a fifth of the Free Democrats` members shares Mr 
von Stall’s view that it could. 

 
So you might also think that the party chairman, Klaus Kinkel, was justified in 

trying (as he did for a while) to ignore this rightish challenge. Unfortunately, he failed.    
  

 
 

traduccion-jurada-oficial.blogspot.com 1

http://traduccion-jurada-oficial.blogspot.com

